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Historic Tile Auditorium and Coliseum Murals 
Will Rogers Memorial Center, 3401 West Lancaster Avenue, 76107 

 

 
Created to commemorate the State of Texas Centennial (1836-1936), two 200-foot long, hand-painted 

tile murals trace the state’s settlement and industrial development.  The murals were integrated into 

the facades of the National Register listed Will Rogers Memorial Center auditorium and coliseum.  

 
Following a concerning social media post about the depiction of African Americans in the auditorium mural, 

the Mayor’s office asked the Fort Worth Art Commission to seek community input and make a 

recommendation.  During the commission’s public hearing of November 21, 2019, community consensus 

emerged strongly in favor of presenting historical context for the murals at the site.  

 

The Art Commission appointed the Will Rogers Memorial Center Interpretation Advisory Panel in January 

2020.  They recommended that permanent interpretive plaques be embedded in the plazas in front of the 

coliseum and auditorium, an idea based on a concept by City of Fort Worth Historic Preservation Officer 

Murray Miller. 

 

The result of more than two years of research and meetings with focus groups representing the diverse 

cultures depicted in the murals, the draft interpretive plaque text contained in this document was 

endorsed by the Art Commission on May 15, 2023.  Local culture and Texas history experts were 

consulted to ensure historical accuracy.   

 

The design for the interpretive plaques will be presented at the Fort Worth Art Commission 

immediately following the Public Hearing on June 12, 2023.  Except for the introductory plaques for each 

mural, the images below are photographs of the six scenes in each mural along with corresponding draft 

plaque text.  Limited to 600 characters, the total character count appears in parentheses. 

 

The goal of this project is to encourage viewers to learn more about Texas’ multifaceted history 
and to foster cultural equity and understanding in our community.  For more details about the 
Public Hearing please visit: https://www.publicart.org. 
 
 

https://www.publicart.org/
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